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MSP for a special
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Our mission:

To preserve and display
the memory of
Northwest Airlines’
colorful history.

To tell the stories of
carriers merged and
allied with NWA, and
the stations and
regions they served.

To show how the
legacy of NWA carries
on into the future.

To inspire youth to
pursue aviation careers
and interests.
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When the Storer Broadcasting Company acquired the former Howard Hughes controlling stake in Northeast in
summer 1965, they quickly ordered a well-balanced fleet of Boeing 727-100s and -200s, as well as Douglas
DC-9-30s and FH-227 turboprops. The “Yellowbird” livery and comprehensive graphic design was implemented
in summer 1966. Both the fleet update and rebranding were executed well - the efficiencies of new aircraft and
the boosted marketing likely gave the carrier another year or two of life - but without a strong network the gains
could not be sustained. Here is DC-9 N977NE at New York JFK’s Terminal 2 on July 9, 1970, with a brand-new
Northwest 747 parked just too the side. Photo by Ken Fielding from Flickr, CC 3.0 license.

The Siren Song of the East, Part 2

Northeast was desperate to merge. But why did Northwest say yes?
—by Scott Norris

Much has been written about Northeast’s pioneering work in building reliable operations
in the rugged New England north, establishing the essential land bridge air route through
Canada and Greenland during World War Il, and popularizing “air-shuttle” service between
Boston and New York City. In many respects, NEA’s challenges paralleled those at NWA.

But instead of using its hard-earned experience and personal connections to collect route
awards, Northeast’s intermodal ownership by the Boston & Maine Railroad antagonized
Federal regulators, and even after the airline was spun off, it still would fail to win
authority beyond New York until the mid-1950s. Eastern and American kept NEA from
building a profit center on the Shuttle trunk route - essentially Northeast was a Regional
carrier like Allegheny or Mohawk, but saddled with Major carrier status.

And when NEA was finally given routes to Florida in September 1956, what should have

been a rebirth only became a more difficult puzzle. NO-WIN SCENARIO to page 8
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Preflight Checklist

The Northwest Airlines History
Center, Inc.

We are an independent, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation
registered in the State of Minnesota. Volunteer-staffed and
volunteer-managed. We have no organizational or financial tie
to Delta Air Lines.

Founder: Henry V. “Pete” Patzke (1925-2012)

Directors:

¢ Executive Director and Collections Manager: Bruce Kitt

e Museum Director: open position

e Directors: Bruce Kitt, Fay Kulenkamp, Bill Marchessault, Vince
Rodriguez, Jeff Schwalen, Mike Vetter, Scott Norris

e Director Emeritus: Jerry Nielsen

Museum Address:

Crowne Plaza AIRE Hotel

3 Appletree Square, Bloomington MN 55425

(952) 876-8677

Archives and Administration:

10100 Flying Cloud Drive, Ste A-306, Eden Prairie MN 55347
(952) 698-4478

Online:

Web www.northwestairlineshistory.org

Facebook: NorthwestAirlinesHistoryCenter

Twitter: @NW_Airlines

YouTube: Northwest Airlines History Center

Email: info@northwestairlineshistory.org

REFLECTIONS is published quarterly by the NWAHC and is a
membership benefit. Submissions are welcomed, and are
subject to editing for content and length.

Advertising in REFLECTIONS is accepted to help us defray
expenses and tell more stories to more people! Ad placement
does not imply endorsement by the NWAHC, and ads need to
be respectful and relevant to readers.

REFLECTIONS is (C) 2022 Northwest Airlines History Center, Inc.
and individual article and artwork copyright belongs to their
authors, with reproduction rights granted to the NWAHC.
Editor:  Scott Norris

northwestairlines@comcast.net

Printed at Bayport Printing, Stillwater MN.
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Visiting the Museum

The NWAHC Museum is located inside the Crowne Plaza AIRE Hotel in
Bloomington, MN, just south of MSP International Airport.

Current schedule: Thursday - Saturday, 11 am -5 pm
Closed for major holidays.

Admission and parking are FREE. (Special events may incur a charge.)
Directions:

From the airport: Use METRO Blue Line light rail from either Terminal 1
or Terminal 2 southbound and exit at the American Boulevard station.
The Crowne Plaza AIRE is immediately east, across the street from the
station. Or, call for the free hotel shuttle from either terminal.

From the Mall of America: Take the METRO Blue Line light rail outbound;
American Boulevard is the third stop.

In the Twin Cities Metro area: Head toward MSP International Airport.
From Interstate 494, exit on 34th Ave. S. and go south one block to
American Blvd. Turn left (east) on American and then immediately right
into (and under) the hotel. The parking ramp is on the left - follow the
signs for free hotel parking on the uppermost level (do not use spaces
not reserved for the hotel) and cross into the hotel’s second floor. You
may need to buzz the door for entrance, as a COVID and safety protocol.

The museum is located on the third floor, above the pool area, and across
from the Fitness Center.

Annual Membership
Membership is the main source of funding for the NWAHC; please join!

$30 level - receives REFLECTIONS digital edition early access via email

S35 level - receives REFLECTIONS print edition by U.S. Postal Service
(U.S. mailing addresses only)
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Boarding Announcements

Highbrow: This fall, Bloomington Minnesota honored the
Northwest Airlines History Center (NWAHC) with its Best of
Bloomington Awards, History Museum for 2022. On behalf of
all the volunteers, we're pleased to be recognized by the
community for our efforts.

Lowbrow: In November, the NWAHC filed its first Cease and
Desist Order for copyright infringement. Our sharp-eyed editor
caught someone using our name and museum logo on a
knock-off t-shirt. Both events must mean the Northwest
Airlines History Center has made the big times!

November and December hold two important events:
November for Northwest and December for the history of
aviation.

This November marks the fifty-first anniversary of the Dan
Cooper skyjacking of Flight 305. This nefarious event is still an
unsolved case. Although ‘officially’ closed by the FBI, it will be
reactivated |F creditable evidence (ever) comes to light. In a
morbid sense, the Cooper skyjacking has been the gift that
keeps on giving for the museum — or had been until COVID
hijacked everything.

When COVID occurred, the phone calls stopped. Without fail,
November saw one or two calls to the museum, usually to ask
for information. There was one individual, however, who
called to discuss their latest theory regarding the event, which
they did for three consecutive years. What | found most
interesting is that that person was confined to their home due

to mobility issues, yet “knew” the ‘who’ and ‘how’ of the
event based on their on-line research. | kinda miss our
conversations, they were unusual but interesting to hear. The
phones have been quiet this year.

I did have a lengthy email conversation with another person,
Robert Edwards, who also had an interesting theory of
Cooper’s extortion. Robert’s ideas were painstakingly
researched over a number of years and led to the publication
of his book, ‘D.B. Cooper and Flight 305”. (Disclosure: | am
cited as a source in his book). One other book, recommended
by Bill Rataczak, is Richard Tosaw’s “D.B. Cooper, Dead or
Alive?”. They’re the only two accounts I've read of the
skyjacking.

And | also was recently interviewed by Feliks Banel of KIRO
News Radio in Seattle for the anniversary - Feliks had found
several photos of N467US in the Minnesota Historical Society
archives, taken at some time after the hijacking in Bismarck,
ND, and wanted some commentary. Of course, there was
nothing significant about these photos - 467 was repaired and
returned to service without fanfare, and served faithfully with
NWA, Piedmont, and private owners through 1985.

If you'd like to listen to Feliks’ report, punch up https://
mynorthwest.com/3726153/previously-
unpublished-photos-d-b-cooper-jet-discovered/ for
the photos and audio stream.

The December event is the most important one for aviation:
December 3, 1903 and the Wright brothers solved the
challenge of controlled flight. While their first flight is
important, their greatest contribution to flight was their
invention of the wind tunnel. That one invention made their
December 3rd flight inevitable, and has led mankind to the
moon, Mars, and beyond our solar system. That’s what | call
flight! CAVU

Buy wise to support the NWAHC!

e Treasure hunt! We offer surplus materials and new apparel
and pins for sale on eBay under the handle “cyberglitz” -
the assortment changes every week!

e Buying on amazon.com? We all learned how convenient
is can be this year. Sign up for Amazon Smile and 1/2% of
every purchase is contributed to our museum. Use the link
at smile.amazon.com/ch/41-2020975 to specify the NWAHC.

¢ And our online store, with world-exclusive designs of a wide
variety of merchandise, from shirts to mugs, travel gear to
puzzles, and more, at shop.northwestairlineshistory.org
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Interested in donating materials?

Please contact our collections manager, Bruce Kitt, at
bruce.kitt@northwestairlineshistory.org with details of your
items, photos if possible, and how we can reach you.

We are especially interested in items that help us tell stories
or demonstrate concepts and procedures; records and
correspondence; video, audio, and photos; training
materials and reference items; and union communications.

Items from Hughes Airwest & its predecessors, and
Southern are especially appreciated - few items found their
way to Minnesota to survive corporate purges & transfers.
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Compass Readings

BURTLANCASTER - DEAN HARTIN
JACQUELINE BISSET
GEORGE KENNEDY.
HELEN HAYES
VAN HEFLIN
MAUREEN STAPLETON
BARRY NELSON
LLOYD NOLAN
DANA WYNTER
BARBARA HALE

Chuck Huntley and the NWAHC's Bill Marchessault in uniform, greeting patrons. Photos from Jessica Belcher and the Showplace Icon.
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Anniversary “AIRPORT” movie screening benefits Angel Flight Central

Friend of the museum Chuck Huntley has long been an advocate for the Angel Flight charity, which matches Pilots volunteering their
time and aircraft with patients and families needing specialized medical care far from home. Delayed by two years because of the
pandemic, Chuck coordinated a a fundraiser Sept. 15 featuring a special anniversary showing of the celebrated 1970 disaster film
“AIRPORT” - with many shots from Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport - at the Showplace Icon theater in St. Louis Park, MN .

Jacqueline Bisset addressed the crowd of 163 attendees with a pre-recorded greeting, and the Twin Cities’ own Nancy Nelson was on
hand to tell of her time shooting the film and the movie’s debut gala. The NWAHC and the MSP Airport Foundation were also on hand.

Balancing taxes and investments to advance
charitable giving goals —by captain Mike Vetter

Despite economic uncertainty, nearly 70% of Americans plan to
donate to a similar amount to charity in 2022 as last year. Most
people give cash out of convenience, but investors may still
have built-in gains from previous years. Typically, it’s better to
donate profitable assets from a brokerage account to charity
because you'll avoid paying capital gains taxes, resulting in a
bigger gift to the organization.

Generally two strategies work for the vast majority of people.
One, Donor-advised funds leverage an upfront donation to an
account for future gifts and two, Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCD) use direct transfers to charity from an
individual retirement account.

Here’s how to figure out which one is right for you.

northwestairlineshistory.org

The “first source of giving’ if you are 70-1/2 or older:

Retirees 70-1/2 or older with funds in a pre-tax IRA should first
consider so-called qualified charitable distribution, or QCDs.
QCDs are a direct transfer of up to $100,000 per year from your
IRA to an eligible charity (such as the Northwest Airlines History
Center) and once you turn 72, QCDs can satisfy your required
minimum distributions (RMD).

The purpose is getting money out of your pretax IRA without
owing levies and sending the money directly to a charity. The
move reduces adjustable gross income, rather than providing a
charitable deduction for filers who itemize.

In next quarter's edition of REFLECTIONS, we will discuss
another popular strategy, Donor-advised funds, which act like a
charitable checkbook.

Disclaimer: As always, please consult your tax advisor prior to
making any financial decisions.

REFLECTIONS, December 2022
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Recap of the 2022 MSP Airliner Show
Beautiful weather and timely media coverage on FOX 9 the day
prior led to record paid attendance at our 2022 Get-Together!

Bracketed by regional Airline collectible shows in Atlanta and
Chicago, it is always a challenge to draw attendees from outside
the Upper Midwest - our emphasis at this event was to recruit
unique vendors that you won’t see at the bigger gatherings, and
that was a winning strategy based on seller feedback. Vendors
said they were very satisfied with their sales - and the
Museum’s surplus stock also sold very well.

NWAHC’'s “GO BIG” plan proceeds; Access
Philanthropy contracted to help us expand
our Board of Directors

Following up from our September 2022 issue, the NWAHC has
contracted with Access Philanthropy to conduct a search for
candidates to grow our Board of Directors. AP is a Minneapolis-
based nonprofit consulting group that assisted us during the
pandemic in determining the museum and our mission should
get bigger to remain relevant for new generations, rather than
shrink or close.

From AP’s experience with other charities, museums, and arts
organizations, as well as our conversations with aviation
museums, we aim to roughly double the number of people on
our Board from its current seven members. We are looking for
broad community connections to education, media, finance,
tourism and aviation, and other museums - experience at NWA
is not required but an appreciation of history and air travel is. If
you are interested or have recommendations, please contact
Greg Lais at AP, at greg@accessphilanthropy.com.

REFLECTIONS, December 2022
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We also presented the “Vision 2026” museum proposal scale
model to day-long enthusiasm and collected helpful feedback.

Save the date for Saturday, October 14, 2023 for next year’s
event!

WORLD rAMOUS piLor

CO.ONEL



What Could Have Been? ‘

The Fairchild F-228: a Regional Jet that never
was, and never could — by Scott Norris

Just as Fairchild Aerospace had licensed the Dutch Fokker F27 and
“Americanized" it with non-metric fasteners and US-standard
electrical and mechanical components, creating the US-built F-27
and FH-227, when Fokker’s F28 jet project started taking flight in
the mid-1960s they perceived a similar market opportunity.

While the original F28 was configured for 65 passengers flying
medium-range routes of 200-350 miles, Fairchild saw the
opportunity in North America starting at just 50 passengers and on
short hops averaging just 100 miles into small airports with shorter
runways. The wing design would include large-span, triple-slotted
flaps for near-STOL performance.

The Rolls-Royce Spey powering the Dutch jet was overpowered for
Fairchild’s design direction - but R-R had a new high-bypass core in
development they were calling the Trent (not the one that would
later fly in the 1990s on widebody equipment) which they said
would be a good match and could be available in 1970. Fokker sent
components for two airframes to Maryland in mid-1967 for
test assembly and engineering study.

West Coast was the first operator of the F-27, so they were | srogee NS0 - CoReaT FaLLs
Fairchild’s logical first sales call in late 1967. WCA had already
ordered the Douglas DC-9 for longer routes and was in the
process of substituting small Piper “Miniliner’ turboprops on - B°f”“" X BILLINGS
former DC-3 segments. Why not introduce jet speed and ot

capacity to spur traffic growth on short hops like Seattle -
Wenatchee and Portland - Eugene? Nick Bez was
amenable to the idea and signed a firm order in June
1968 for three copies, with options for five more. ' MEDFORD

Typical routes in F-228
ranNge  =————
Other viable service

examples = = = = = =
The order remained on the books after the Air West

merger, but Fairchild stumbled into headwinds: Rolls-Royce
cancelled the Trent as they struggled with cost overruns on the
RB.211 engine destined for Lockheed’s TriStar. Fairchild’s FH-1100
helicopter also had cost issues after not being selected by

the US Army, and the company’s moves to acquire Douglas e
Aircraft were unsuccessful. SAN FRANCISCO

Fokker's F28 jet ended up giving excellent short-field performance
and the type sold well without needing to be adapted for the US
market. At the same time, the first wave of used DC-9-10s
started hitting the market in the late 1960s, offering extra A RANGE PROBLEM?
range and capab|||ty at reasonable cost Compared to a new The F-228 would haV-e been O\{er-optimized for short .haul sectors
F-228. Faced with these challenges, and receiving no orders and short runways, with ,a maximum Usat?'e range of just 500

. . o . miles. From West Coast’s main bases, this would have put key
outside West Coast / Air West, Fairchild shelved the F-228 in route requests out of range, and even made muilti-stop sectors
late 1968. like SLC-TWF-BOI-LWS-PUW-GEG dubious. Viability on most of

the Air West merged system would have been likewise sketchy.

6 northwestairlineshistory.org REFLECTIONS, December 2022



Our fictional F-228 calls on Yakima, Washington in this composite artwork by
Scott Norris. Good idea while there to pay a visit to the McAllister Museum of
Aviation to learn more about actual aircraft and space vehicles, followed by a
visit to nearby Reno’s for on-ramp views while you dine - the perspective
looks like this but the jet you'll see will be an Alaska Horizon Embraer.

Horizon Air in the mid-1980s did actually fly the Fokker 28 jet out of Yakima
and Pasco to California, validating the Dutch airframer’s engineering and
demonstrating how Fairchild’s approach would not have allowed regional

airlines to fly the "long and thin” pioneering routes and hub-bypass services

that regional jets are best suited for.

WEST COAST

F-228: JET WITH A SOFT VOICE!
We have plans for you peOple Faster, too, than other intermediate jets by 25 to

) .
who don’t fly far with us. 30 knots. Best yet, the F-228 is designed to serve
even the smallest airports at maximum profit
for fast-growing regionals. Matched engine and

The plan: to have new Fairchild F-228 Fanjets in service by 1970 The first jets built specifically airframe help reduce operating costs 25% below
far short-range operation —distances of as little as one hundred miles. Short-hop customers o those of competitive jets. F-228: It speaks softly
“Jumping puddlas” with all the comfort, flair and flourish of our far-flying DC-9 Fanjet passeng all the way to the bank.

Waesl Coast is the first airline to order this new lype of plane Waost Coast was also first with

the now-tamous F-27 Propjet. And first again when the new seven-passenger MiniLiner joined

the fleet. The best plane for every purpose—we plan it that way
WEST COAST AIRLINES e

FAISCHILD titcer |

Promises, promises: perhaps the trip cost was 25%
less than a DC-9-10 but only because it was a
smaller aircraft with fewer crew. For lower cost per
seat-mile, you had to wait until the real RJ
revolution of the 1990s (or use a turboprop.)

50 PASSENGER - 34 INCH SEAT PITCH

CARGO/BAGGAGE
COMPARTMENT LAVATORY
CARRY-ON LUGGAGE /

et eerTarlacRarlaa Ta s
18558888835
8355883 33230,

RADIO RACK COAT RACK

P i
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Feature Article

Slow-motion Plane Crash

Northeast again found itself a number-three player in the NY/Boston -
Florida corridor behind Eastern and National, even with extensions to
Philadelphia and Washington. For the rest of the 1950s NEA fumbled
with accidents and fleet planning mis-steps, finally bringing in the
Vickers Viscount - but even this popular turboprop could not budge
their market position.

Jets were needed - and Howard Hughes (who owned TWA at the
time) was ready to supply Convair 880s in exchange for control and an
eventual merger. From 1960-1963 this arrangement worked, but
when the CAB announced it would stop Northeast’s authorities to
Florida, Hughes walked away and left the little airline deep in debt,
without clear ownership or a strategic plan.

In June 1965, radio and TV station owner George Storer acquired the
former Hughes stock and set out to reinvent the airline with a new
fleet, identity, and development plan. In 1968, routes to the Bahamas,
Bermuda, and Chicago were added as well as Montreal-Miami. In
1969, Miami/Ft. Lauderdale - Los Angeles was awarded.

These efforts, however, only amplified Northeast’s network weakness,
failing to build a connecting hub anywhere, leaving them still a distant
#3 in the East, and creating inefficient use of aircraft. Storer had no
choice but to look for a merger partner - but could not combine with
Local Service carriers due to CAB regulations (Allegheny would have
been the obvious choice.)

Northeast Yellowbirds

Daily N\on-S‘tops
: /Angeles

What did Northwest see?

After denying reports of talks in early October 1969, on November 11

Donald Nyrop and George Storer announced a merger agreement

where NWA would issue Northeast one share of stock in exchange for

five shares of NEA (worth about $47 million). Apparently discussions

only took ten days. Press reports were light with few specifics, and

detailed rationale was not forthcoming in the media or in annual

reports. From what we can put together, cost reductions and sales

volume growth was supposed to have come from:

¢ Consolidation of airport facilities. They already shared New York JFK
Terminal 2 and could combine significantly at MIA, TPA, and DCA.

e Consolidation of maintenance in Northwest’s facilities, as the fleet
had high commonality (always a Nyrop priority)

¢ Consolidation of sales and marketing staff and contracts

¢ Elimination of most of Northeast’s executive staff

8 northwestairlineshistory.org
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1969 ++ 14

NWA: Acquisition Would
End Northeast's Losses

By FRED JOHNSON

Minneapolis Tribune Staff Writer

Northwest Airlines said
Wednesday that its proposed
acquisition of Northeast Air-

lines would
result in
enough oper-
ating econo-
mies to wipe
out the huge
losses North-
east has been

¥

sustaining. ‘
Plans for

the acquisi-

A

/

Nyrop

tion were announced Tues-
day by the two trunk airlines.

Northwest, based in the
Twin Cities, has been one of
the nation’s most profitable
airlines, while smaller North-
east, based in Boston, Mass.,
lost $2.4 million in 1968 and
$8.7 million in the first nine
months of 1969.

(The board of directors of
Storer Broadcasting Co.
which owns 86 percent of
the stock in Northeast, voted
in Mijami Beach, Fla, yes-
terday to approve the mer-
ger.)

switch aircraft back and
forth to meet seasonal traf-
fic flows. Nyrop noted that
Northeast's heavy business
in the fall and winter on its
Florida and Bahamas runs
would complement North-
west's business, which hits a
peak in the spring and sum-
mer,

Consolidation of the two
companies’ sales and adver-
tising activities.

The transaction is subject
to several conditions, incllud-
ing the approval of the Civil
Aeronantics _Board. (CAB),

e Better aircraft utilization from ‘triangle-routing’ across
the Midwest, Florida, and the Northeast US, and better
demand matching with widebody and narrowbody types
- which would also balance out seasonal demand
variances in each sector.

¢ Florida and New England feed to JFK would support
Pacific Northwest and Asia services. NWA had JFK-Hawaii
authority and might have started nonstops.

e Better chance at winning trans-Atlantic routes and
Midwest-Northeast authorities with East Coast feed.

¢ Last, Miami-LAX feed to Hawaii / Tokyo services.

On second thought...

The half-year strike in 1970 against Northwest by BRAC
(Brotherhood of Railway and Aircraft Clerks, about 1/4 of
the staff) dominated the carrier’s attention not otherwise
focused on growing price inflation and introduction of new
Boeing 747s. Media coverage of merger work was thin.

When the CAB approved the merger with the sole
condition that the route to Los Angeles would not be
included, this was enough of a “fig leaf” for NWA to walk
away from the deal on March 19, 1971, without penalty. As
any trans-Pacific feed could have been easily routed
through New York, this is all the evidence we need to
conclude Northwest’s analysts could not find enough cost
savings and revenue enhancements to justify the merger.

N\ e —
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Fleet analysis

Northeast’s equipment overhaul gave it a modern and
capable fleet for the 1970s. Their turboprops were being
transferred to commuter carriers as short local routes were
divested. TriStars were on order to take over the Miami-LAX
runs from the short 727s and to supplement East Coast runs.
727-200s did not have transcontinental range but were ideal
for Boston/New York to Florida. The TriStars would be
cancelled prior to the Delta merger.

The 727s in common between NEA and NWA would have
made integration straightforward. Northwest would have
learned about the utility and cost-effectiveness of DC-9s a
generation earlier, and they would have found their way
across the domestic network, replacing early 727-100s.

The incoming DC-10s of course saw heavy Florida service
with NWA and it is easy to see how they could have added
extra segments up to NYC and Boston.

Financial analysis

As discussed earlier, Northeast had been a perpetually weak
carrier. Storer Communications had issued long-term bonds
to finance ongoing operations and lease payments on the
new jets (only 4 DC-9s and 2 727-100s were owned) to effect
a turnaround in fortunes, but profits never materialized and
the carrier was carrying over $66 million in accumulated debt
with no prospect of repaying it.

Minority shareholders in Northeast rose immediately in
protest and sought an injunction in Federal court to pressure
NWA for a better offer. As that group held only 14% of NEA’s
shares, Northwest had no reason to sweeten the deal, and
the courts did not intervene.

Institutional investors were not keen on the merger; shares of
Storer Communications rose only temporarily after the
announcement but as debt concerns grew and the industry-
wide BRAC strike dragged on in 1970 even profitable
Northwest saw no premium. While the all-stock transaction
would not have hurt NWA'’s cash position, the need to issue
new stock would have diluted share values if the promised
efficiencies did not materialize. The rise in stock prices of
both businesses after the cancellation could be seen as a
rebuke of the deal.

Nyrop and the NWA board wasted no time to take another
spin at the merger wheel. In September 1971, Northwest
would announce a deal to merge with Miami-based National
Airlines - which we will cover in the third and final installment
in this series later in 2023.

REFLECTIONS, December 2022
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Northeast’s 1971 fleet (12/30/1970)

Boeing 727-200 8
Boeing 727-100 13
Douglas DC-9-30 14

Fairchild FH-227
Lockheed L-1011

5 (3 withdrawn from use)
4 on order

NORTHWEST ORIENT @

Northwest’s 1971 fleet (1/12/1971)

Boeing 747-100 10 + 5 more coming in 1971

Boeing 707-320 36

Boeing 720B 16 (soon to depart the fleet)
Boeing 727-200 24

Boeing 727-100 32%

Lockheed L-188 Electra
Douglas DC-10

5 (all withdrawn from use)
14 on order

*20 in pax configuration + 12 in quick-change for pax or
cargo
(lllustrations by Vintage Flyer Decals)

1970 results NORTHEAST
10.234 billion ASMs (Available Seat 4.242 billion
Miles)

4.506 billion RPMs (Revenue 1.856 billion

Passenger Miles)
44% Avg. Load Factor 44%

4.68 million Passenger Count 2.51 million
$379.04 million Operating Revenue $122.84 million
$260.34 million Passenger Revenue $113.03 million

$30.05 million Cargo Revenue $4.19 million

$44.44 million Pre-tax Net Income -$10.72 million
$122.05 million Assets $22.67 million
$260.91 million Long-term Debt $66.45 million

northwestairlineshistory.org
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\“ Northwest and Northeast Route Systems, late 1970

Combined System Map Notes

The network planning textbooks would have
called the union of these two systems an “end-
to-end” merger, as there was essentially no
overlap and the networks basically touched only
at NWA’s extreme eastern terminals. It’s clear to
see here that even the Miami-Los Angeles run
would not be a major connecting traffic
resource, as NWA had only the one westbound

~

route to Honolulu and Tokyo. and wouldn’t pick
up more Pacific service for 10 years.

The two routes into Chicago did overlap on their
final legs (ORD - Detroit - Manchester and ORD -
Cleveland - Burlington), but the ORD-DTW was
only one daily frequency and the ORD-CLE was
not even a weekday service, so those would not
have warranted anti-trust divestiture even in
that era.

At this time, NWA had been granted authority
to begin Twin Cities-Boston nonstops but the
BRAC strike delayed its startup until mid-1971.
Meanwhile, Northeast had requested BOS-MSP-
SEA/PDX and that was never going to happen;
Western Airlines got the MSP-Pacific Northwest
competitive routes - and would also pick up
Northeast’s former LAX-Miami authority in
short order...




NWAHC'’s 2022 Online Shop Holiday Gift Guide

Our online store at shop.northwestairlineshistory.org opened in May and
we’ve steadily increased the range of products available each month - now
numbering over 130 unique logo items! Our exclusive designs can be found
nowhere else - and highlight our heritage from 1926 to the 2000s. We've made
a sustained effort to highlight all the branches of our family tree - Bonanza and
Hughes Airwest; Southern, North Central, and Republic; and NWA in all its eras.

Our print-on-demand items typically take 1-2 weeks from the time of your order
to delivery at your mailbox - so the time is right to explore our virtual shelves to
find gifts for all your aviation-enthusiast friends and family (and yourself as
well.) Here are some of our recent favorites!

Remember, domestic ground shipping is free when your order is just $50 or Recent purchases by your author :) for quality
more - and you can even gift our video downloads and memberships, too! checks and also because he’s an #avgeek...

Puzzles have been very Keep warm and
popular through the snug with winter
pandemic and are a great essentials such as
family-fun and screen-free 55” long scarves (5
activity. We have four designs, $40) and
designs and they come in knit beanies as seen
three sizes (120 pcs, 252 pcs, above (4 designs in
and 500 pcs.) Prices run multiple colors,
$24.99 to $35.99. $27.99). Twill

baseball caps are
also available at
$27.99.

Enjoy a hot beverage in

one of our nine different

ceramic mug designs for
~

~ just $12.99. We also offer

Carry on in style
two different types of

with durable

_‘é;iyour way

south vacuum-insulated

polyester-lined tote
containers in several .

o ) bags in three
historic logo designs. ) )
different sizes -

Spark kids’ imaginations roughly handbag to

with fun ‘chibi’ cartoony aircraft ~ grocery bag. Good

(with accurate 2000s era paint for the beach, \

jobs of course) on clothing, shopping trips, or -

lunch bags, stickers, and their even your overhead
own travel gear. This neoprene NI "ORTH CENTRAL AIRLINES
zipper lunch bag comes in 12” designs. Prices run
x12” and 14”x14” sizes and $23.99 to $29.99.
goes for $26.99 and $29.99.

Three other “grown-up”

designs are available as well.
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Northwest Airlines History Center, Inc.
Archives and Administration Office
10100 Flying Cloud Drive, Suite A-306
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 USA

The sky is no limit!

Our team makes the connections to history - join us as a volunteer!

Whether you’re a retiree, worker, or student, we have projects and flexibility to fit your schedule,
expertise, and enthusiasm. You don’t even need to have worked for an airline - if you love history,
adventure, and storytelling, you’re already one of us! We're looking for folks to help us with:

» Greeting and guiding our museum guests - Photography and video production

* Designing and building museum exhibits « Scanning and indexing historic documents

» Grant application and fundraising and photos

- Community outreach & event planning * Online advertising and social media

Email us: info@northwestairlineshistory.org - or click the “Join Us” tab on
our website - or give us a call at (952) 698-4478
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