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hots to do different jobs, And the wives pitched in, too
Like when thae C47 coma up agoinsy! o heodwind and
w4 lale getting bock to Los Vegos from Reno,

MeCarragn Ajrporl wos o bulldazer swath in the
desart then, and the women would drive out end line
up a bunch of highway construction lightpats 1o serve
at landing lights," Converse remambers

AHE" oftending Colifornio grade ond high schools

Conversa wen! o and was groduated from Stantord

Jniversity ond Slonford Lew Schaol, That's probobly
where he developed that memory of his

Far tour years, he served on the staH of U, 5. Sen
atar Styles E!r-r:qe*, in Washington, O. €. Mexiwas the
Mavy, and alter |hat he went to Los Yegas and gambled
an air transpartation while cthers were gombling o1 the
cosinos sprouting in the desert

While lhere, he served as presidenl al the Los
"'JE"‘-_'|"'-|5- Chamber of Ce mmarce, wos a mamber of the
Rotary Club, and served as national Rapublican com
mitleemon for Mevodo,

Along with Mick Bez, he wos instrumanial in found
ing the &ssociation of Local Transporl Airlines, ond |5 o
membar of the boord of directors of ALTA and the Air
lranspart Association of Americo,

Mow, when o guy is busy with service cdub mear
ings, poelitics, Indusiry conventions and oll tho! shuff,
you'd think he'd gat tired of rying to run an airline,
tea, and maybe gel mean

do know thot he beals his secrelory.

lo the office, thal is. Quite frequenily. Thalprobably
is how he managed lo be heod of the oirline that came
up with tha first area fare in the industry, the first yourh
fare, and the first all jet powered fleet, and o whole slug
ot ather ones— by strelkching his warkd ays out longer

Al laost that must be port of it, If | knew the whole
anawer | think I'd quit and find myself on old C-47 and
start on oirline and sit bock and wotich the company

Qron,

Mr. L. wan't do thot. He just loosens his bolo lie
rolls up his sleaver and works

wonder if thal's tha rest of the answer?

Canvarse's pecintary, Margarel Hyo
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willa goes to palm springs

fhotagraphs by Hugh M. Sirotford

In Faoim Springs. everybody talks aboul galf, and
fhey do something aboul it, like ploaying the gome

Whal mas! visitors o thic diomond in the desert
misy 15 the quiet of o picnic ol Palm Canyen, a few miles
Irom the cily.

50, whan Willa Brown, a young lady from Bananzo's
offices In Phoenix, turned up there on o doy oll, A
Wee ! f-"k.:llJ.i.'l'lr-"'.- lesrrs i T‘|ug|‘| Stratford and | thowed
har how to avaid the straint and sproins of an oulreged
sond lrap

Chester M. Gloss, o Polm Springsion and member
of Bonaneza's bonrd af direclors, mal us for lunch, joining
the loss poglside of Holiday lnn Riviero, Hugh wos busy
taking picluras, and | was lasling the waler.

Mext, it was o trip up the Palm Sprlngi tram with
Bob Hutehison, a Bananza station agen! in Paim Springs.

From 2,643 feet obove sea level 108 516 ook just eight
aen minutes— better lime than any Sherpa mountoin
climbing guide could make on his own

fnather physkolly undemanding few minutes wos
spent of Sonlo's colering shop ond restourant. This com-
fartoble little place is often headquarters for some of
Faolm Springs’ most successful gostronomic wingdings
Owner Somos de Jesus and his son-in-law, Morris Saia
hopplly displayed thalr glistening kitchan in which maals
far as many as 1,500 persons are prepared

S0 Willa spent the whele dey in Palm Springs ond
didn’t even gel near o golf course. Shedid wada prottily
in @ spring, visit o dole grove of picking fime, sun be-
side o poal, pose with aranges.

But no golfing

—Caoroon Kend
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Weovisn, a walk in parodise will da
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8 desert park

Barefaar in
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Haly smoke, he said, look ot thot luscious -;..;F-| en tha right
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Take ver chowce and toke yEr chonce, sailor
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ERNEST K. GANN

by Emmeit Wamon

OFE of Boeing Field's most celebreled virplanes i
not, as one might suspect, o new Boeing /37 or o Wast
Coast Alrlines DC-%, ar any one of hundrads of planes,
small and large, that land there eoch doy. The best
krigwn plane i an Infrequent visitor, o bwin engine
omphibious Royol Gull, which makes its home base ot
Friday Harbor, the 'capital' of Washington Siola's Son
luan lslands,

What alevates the ltalian-built Gull to a position of
stalus among planes landing at Boeing Field in Secftle
o stocky, energetic man with @
regdy grin, a man given lo gregariousnessamongfellow
pilots. Mast pilots who have met him would, in fad, be
surprized to learn that he doesn't much like crowds of
people; that Fridoy Horbor is, in reality, the ploce he

is its owner ond pilol

has found s o retreal,

The pilol of the Gull moy well be Americe’s best
known aviator— alwoys excepling Lindbergh himself—
ond there are few people inlerested in flying whe have
nat heard of Ernest K. Gann

'High and the Mighty," 'Blaze of Mooan,” ‘lsland in
The Sky," 'Twilight Fer The Gads,' 'Fate Is The Hunier' —
these are just a hondful of his basl-known titles. He has
wrillan thirleen or fourteen books '] con’t remember’],
six of which have been made inta films The phrase,
'Ernie is the richest ax-pilot since Howard Hughes,' is
corract excapl Ernie is not an sx-pilot, He is as learned
and skilled and quaolitied as any pilot now Hying for the
airlines,

It just happens thal hiz beoks, incuding his latest, o
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Ernasr Gann and ship”s f-g.-e"he:: on varanda ol cambinatian pump guest house at Feiday Harbar

%
)

Hugh M. Strafford photos
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Waorld War | flying novel, 'In The Company of Eogles,
sell high on the lists— thus freeing him from the neces
sity af sitting in the coplain’s seal lo moke o living.

‘As long as | can see and hear, I'll be fiying,’ he
soys.

Two summers ago, he hired out as opilol of Cessno
1725 for the islond-hopping Island Sky Ferries, which
services lhe San Juons. Ernie still holds his ATR rating,
keeps chreast of his instrument work, and has himsalf
checked oul sach ninety days.

‘Mo spon of fime,' he hos written in ‘Fole |5 The
Hunter,” ‘is so corefully documented as the working
haurs and minules of o professional pilot. The facts are
firmly recorded in fine-lined logbooks, and lo the ini-
Hated, the bald, uninspiring iigures can easily be revived
into acleality

With writing fame came the usual problems— find-
ing elbow room, a place o be left alone for work Ernie
has lived in Switzerlond, Mew York, California and Dan-
mark; he investigoted Mevode, Colorado ond Utoh be-
fore finding the exact spot he wonted— a twa hundred
acre farm on Fridoy Horbor. The farm now consists of a
renovated home, designed by Ernie and his wife, Dody:
five horses, twenty-one sleers and a trout pond with six
thowsand fish.

It has been o productive time. In addition fo writing
magazine pieces [ane of them, for Holiday, is on the
55T), he is working on a TV serieson flying. He also hos
tinished his 'thirteenth or fourteanth’ boak, "The |7 Wan-
darful Maidens'— dua for publication next summer. Tha
book's fitle refers to the sevenleen bools Ernie has
awned ina sailing life that began in |92

N ow 57, Ernie's flying career bagan in 1935, an sro
of open cockpits, goggles and big wrist watches. In

his thirty-seven years aof flying, Gonn hos flown avery-
thing from the early Douglas DC-2 1o the DC-6s. During
Warld War || he flew the MNorth Atlantic, Morth Africa,
the Azares, the murdercus Hump out of Indio He flew
af 0 line coploin with Amaericon Airlines jal only sizty
dollgrs more per menth than he made with lsland Sky

Farries), later with the ill-foled Matson Steamship Cam-
pany airline, with Trans Ocean and Polynesion airlines,
When he stopped counling, Ernie hod 11,500 fiying
hours recordad, ond mony of the facts, 'firmly recarded
in fine-lined logbooks," came 1o life in his exciting books.

He discovered the Pacific Narthwest in |950 when
he come to Secttle o buy a fishing boot, One of his
17 Wondertul Maidens,' the brigotine Alboiross, wos
used inthe film, ‘Twilight tor The Gods’ |Ernie wrofe the
scriph, too), which starred Rock Hudsonand Cyd Charisse

Gonn is explicit on why he moved fram Sousilite
ta Friday Harbaor:

'l hod to came to a place where there's same room
ond some nolure leff. I've neverlived ino real Amarica,
The cities aren’l the real America, New York isn't, San
Francisco tsn't, and | don't think Seattle is. | had to gel
away from places where boys wear earrings and don't
eul their hair, where you can't tell the girls from the
boys and you con't take o walk at night without carrying
an ammonia gun far protection,’

He tock the job Hying for Island Sky Ferries solely
lo gain the proper occeptance in o small community,

I wanted to get acquainted here, | wanted o make
friends. Peaple see a guy warking ond flying, down on
his hands and knees fixing somaething, or loading bog-
goge, they figurs maybe he's one of them. If I'd lived
here for filteen years | cauldn't have mode as many
friends os | did by flying.'

Even af Fridny Harbor, Gann's life is EI_'ﬂFI:BIy aneg
of isclation, He is na more thon a few hours away from
any place on the West Coasl; heflies olmost everywheare
in the Gull, ond accasionolly will hop down to Seattle
just for dinner, Time doesn't hang haavy on his hands,

Mornings, he works in the small sutbuilding which
has been renavated into o studio, complete with pictures
and flying and sailing memarabilio. And lataly he e
quired a prized possession: Miro Slovak'sBucher-Young-
man biplane, a wo-sea! aercbatic plane

*Flying thal,” ha soys, with pleased salisfaction, "is
the way Hying used to be— that's really living!'
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Ixland Shy Farries ‘senior silol”

Y

Two kinds of haorseg r v
TTE S DO e wa2nn handles both with sgee
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Jack Lalfler. United Air Linas pilot, adds Gann and Pacifie Alrmativa's Hank Kennedy ta his pheto olbum

Se

Gornn still keeps compony with the big fellows
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THE SNARLING SHARK

by Leverett G. Richards

hat has o rubber bettom, a rooster tail, twa metal

horns os big os casi iron skis, ond Hoats on five feet
of snow?

It's & Eﬂﬂwmﬂhile. the newast in INmobiles

With its ten te twenly iron horses, this combination
oulboard motorboat and taboggan con skim the despest
snows, dimb steep slopes, jump sixty-four feetl [the cur-
rant record|, and tow a loboggan or on elk carcoss with
equal ense

This is a sport that, ol firs| glance, looks like riding
a srarling shark

Bul nothing dounts o stewardess, especially irim,
charming ones like Fron Hamlin, whose accomplishments
include skiing the European Alps.

So Fran, who supervises West Coast Airlines cur-
renl crop of ninaty stewardae, accapled the challenge of
the Mounl Hood Snowmobile Club ond rendezvoused
with a covey of these new machines-from-Mars in the
Trillium Lake area ef Mount Haod, in Oregan.

Here Dick Buscher, U. 5. Forest Service district
ranger, a ski touring enthusiosl, has marked out special
troils for snowmobiles ond for cross-country skiers

Fran, with airline aplomb, pulled the starter cord
on the ane-lunged, two-cycle engine, duiched the matar-
cycle handle bars, squeezed the throttle and tack off in
a cloud of confidence and powdered snow, just as if she
knew what she was doing,

‘What a thrilll" she chorlled after her first solo flight
ocross Trillium Laoke, "Just like riding a motorcycle— or
schussing Mount Boldy,'

‘Any fbive-ymar-old kid can run one,” says Bob
Williams of Gresham, organizer of lhesnowmaobile rally.
And he painted te some af the fifly members of the

Fhoelographs by Dovid Falconer

Mount Heod Club whose children drive the family ma-
chine.

Mark Wombald, |1, son of Mr. ond Mrs. Richard 0.
Wombold, of Troutdale, regularly drives his father's
snowbug, while dod skis behind. Mather, of course, has
her own snowmobile. And ne crocks aboul women
drivers. There are a lof of them in the club, far snow-
mobiling is fruly a family sport. Picnics in January are a
standord weekend auting far this for-oul crowd,

Ann Steckiine, wife of Walt Steckling. West Coasl
sirlines, Partland city tickel affice manoger, Figurﬂd sha
could learn, foo,

She soloed in less than five minutes, then took
photographer Dave Falconer, o fearless mountoin man,
for a ride. She was instructed to show off while Dave
shol gaver her left shoulder.

She did. She hodn't gone ten feetbefore she flipped
the slippery-bottemed machine over on itsside, throwing
Dove for o loop, ond pinning her own fool in the ma-
thinery, There were no injuries, except to Ann's ego
{such o lavely egal), and she mounted her unruly sleed
for an encore.

Fran, who has skied the bes! slopes in Califarnia,
Cregon, Washington, Idoho, Colorada and Europe, gat
o new kick out of skijoring behind the flying snowmabile,
Folconer's twin girls and their clder sister wani dashing
through the snow in a cute cutler madeof plostic,. Others
rode ‘banona bool sleds, ond foboggans like dog sleds.
This is the way snowmobile ‘snowforis' carry thair winter
comping culils, extro fuel ond survival gear.

They could need it You con drive Further into the
boondocks in an hour thon you could walk out in g week
if you hod a breakdown or ran cut of gas
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Mount Hoad Fram Trilliom  nke
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3 af Sandy Oregaon

buster Shannen Anton,

]

Beram

round @ COrA&T

Gragory ond sen Law, 3,

Jdakn
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ann Stackline runs ofoul ol o sharg curve, thrown by Dave Falsenar
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nge Hunte Bab Spring af Edmonds, the neated auidoors phatagrapher

Dacar Pearson, South African Touriar Bureau monoger in Lot Angeles, and Emerging lrom caplivity

srre st Mulvane, Wesiem AirlineEs neaws monocoer prepore fo Fore ond f.ull ter el Las _FI"' San Jose H'r-:'llly Tegwes | wiater
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Sd

big San Diega Zoo is the world's largest. It hos one-

way streets and its own slow fransit sy stem, which
erables tired lourisis lo see the greotest number of
animals with the leas! amaount of elfort

Ta # last month went the Sociaty ol Americon Travel
Writers, some ol whose members hove seen the wild
varsions in vainous phases ol their fravel coreers,

One ol them & Oscar E. Peorsan, wastarn America
manager of the South Alrican Tour st Corparation, whom
tellow writers regord os something of g lion tlomer

Qscor led the charge, appropriolely, into o section
of the 100 resarvad for toddlers ond olhers who came
ta make their hirst atguointonce with inhobitonts af the
el kingdom

He and the boby elephont worily exchanged greet
ings af tha height of which the latter nuzzled Cucor's
pow — and drew o blonk no peanuts there al all.

ari to the zoo

I way all Guy Ryan, the Saa Diego Tribung's travel
edilor, could do fo reossemble his fellow superts, so
enlranced were they with pondos, and sheep and with
pharngruphmg one another, All firvall y eicopan

The San Dhega Zoo i helped immedasurably by s
tarraced layou!, s intormotive signs and clever taur
guides.

The young pilot assigned la the travel writerys o
ene point stopped on o steep downgrode to broadoost
the presence, lesy lhon o gunshot oway, of perhops the
world' s mos! dangerous cnimal

"The All-Amercon Roadhog,” he called

The beost was escoping alang the San Disgs Free-
way or an arm-art if, hellbenl for Lalollo Swrce o high
lence prevented thair taking off after |1, the wrilers
relucianily weni bock 1o colnleging the species siill in

caplivity. Il woas a pretty cose coll — dpg
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